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FROM THE BENCH
This method decreases the importance of 
money and politics in the process while 
still allowing voter input on retaining 
each judge.
  I believe the long-term solution to the 
politicization of the judiciary process is 
education.  Children, voters, policymak-
ers and lawyers all should be informed 
about the importance of a fair, impartial 
judiciary.  Judges should write their 
opinions in plain English so that the 
public can understand what the law is.
  You also should educate yourself, an 
especially important task if you live in 
one of the 39 states that holds elections 
for judges.  Take these steps:
  • First, learn about the candidates.  
That you agree with a person’s policy 
positions is irrelevant to whether he or 
she would make a good judge.  Evaluate 
them based on their ability to be fair, 
impartial and competent.  Look for un-
biased sources – many states offer voter 
guides and performance evaluations.

  • Second, be suspicious if a candidate 
makes a promise about how he or she 
would rule in a particular case.  Every 
case is different and should be judged 
according to how the law applies to 
that situation.  If a judge decides a case 
based on a campaign promise, he or she 
has not upheld the pledge to be fair and 
impartial.
  • Third, vote.  Judicial elections tend 
to garner little attention.  This is increas-
ingly problematic, because interest 
groups often can be the main source of 
information.  The only way to counteract 
this is to research the candidates, know 
where your information is coming from 
and vote.
  I’m working with Georgetown Uni-
versity and Arizona State University on 
two programs on this subject.  One is 
called Our Courts and will be an online 
civics experience for children.  They’ll 
be able to step into a judge’s shoes so 
they can better understand what he or 
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she does.  The other program, the San-
dra Day O’Connor Project on the State 
of the Judiciary, will create a dialogue 
between experts and law practitioners on 
the court system and report on the best 
ways to safeguard its role.
  I hope I can make a lasting contribu-
tion to protecting our courts.  We must 
preserve our system of government, 
a system for which I have the utmost 
respect as I reflect back on my Supreme 
Court career.
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AROUND MISSOURI
14th Annual LEAP
Luncheon Benefits
“Operation Break-
through”; Lawyers

Recognized
  The Foundation for Lawyers En-
couraging Academic Performance 
(LEAP) held its 14th annual Mardi Gras 
luncheon to raise funds for “Operation 
Breakthrough” and present awards. 
  LEAP is a joint professional effort of 
the Kansas City Metropolitan Bar As-
sociation, the Eastern Jackson County 
Bar Association, the Association for 
Women Lawyers of Greater Kansas 
City, Lawyers Association of Kansas 
City, Jackson County Bar Association, 
Hispanic Bar Association, and the 
Association of Corporate Counsel 
Mid-America Chapter. LEAP, a not-
for-profit foundation, provides needy 
children with mentoring services. Since 

its inception, LEAP has raised more 
than $565,000 for various Kansas City 
charities.
  Victoria Schatz of Great Plains En-
ergy and James A. Heeter of Sonnen-
shein, Nath & Rosenthal, L.L.P. received 
the President’s Awards. Also honored at 
the luncheon for their continued com-
mitment were LEAP’s 2008 King and 
Queen, the Honorable Andrew J. Hig-
gins of Inglish & Monaco in Jefferson 
City and Laura H. Tyler of Stinson, 
Morrison, Hecker, L.L.P.

KCMBA Recognizes
Award Winners at the

35th Annual Bench-Bar &
Boardroom Conference

  The Kansas City Metropolitan Bar 
Association (KCMBA) has selected 
Sheldon Bernstein of Bernstein, Ro-
darte & Hatheway, P.C.; Circuit Judge 

Edith L. Messina; and Thomas W. 
Wagstaff, founding partner of Wag-
staff & Cartmell, L.L.P. as this year’s 
recipients of the Deans of the Trial Bar 
Award.
  G. Robert Fischer, senior partner 
at the firm of Sonnenschein, Nath 
& Rosenthal, L.L.P., and Herbert 
M. Kohn, a partner of Bryan Cave, 
L.L.P., were chosen for the Barons of 
the Boardroom Award. The recipients 
were recognized at an awards dinner 
during the 35th Annual Bench-Bar & 
Boardroom Conference. Recipients of 
the 2008 Robert C. Welch Volunteer 
Attorney Project Award included:  Gary 
M. Mouse, G.M. Mouse Law Office of 
Independence; Dwight D. Sutherland, 
Jr., of counsel with the Olathe, Kansas 
law firm of Norton, Hubbard, Ruzicka 
& Kreamer, L.C.; and the law firm of 
Bryan Cave, L.L.P.




